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ABSTRACT

The outputs regarding biodiversity of the sub-congmt on habitat degradation of the
UNEP/GEF Project namelReversing environmental degradation trends of Smuth China
Sea and Gulf of Thailandare analyzed and synthesized to provided key resatof marine
ecosystems and species richness in western wéthbies $outh China Sea.

Mangroves, coral reefs and seagrass beds are thieimmmortant tropical habitats in western

waters of the South China Sea with their estimareas respectively being 156,600; 110,000
and 18,500ha in Viet Nam; 72,350; 2,800 and 33,8libhCambodia; 62,620; 90,000 and

2,550ha in Thailand; and 3,500; 43,400 and 220hhéneast coast of Malaysian Peninsular.
Habitat structures are quite diverse and diffeeembng latitudinal regions from north, central

and south Viet Nam; Gulf of Thailand and Malaysieninsular.

The initial figure of richness of “habitat buildihgpecies indicates diversity variance among
coastal waters bordering western coast of the SOhiha Sea. The “true mangrove” species is
most diverse in Mekong delta with 34 species, hgypnacorals are riches in south central Viet
Nam with more than 350 species belonging to 71 gendeanwhile, 18 and 14 seagrass
species were recorded in Malaysia and Viet Nameasly. An inventory of species
composition at the site level indicates the faat #tudies on taxonomy of habitat — associated
species have scarcely conducted in almost courtoieiering western coast of the South China
Sea.

Characteristics of marine biodiversity in westeratevs of the South China Sea are influenced
by physical forcing, includingnter alia: geological seabed history, monsoon current and
circulation, latitudinal temperature variance, @indr run-off.

Based on data on area scale and species richmesanalysis of physical forcing, the target
areas for prioritization in regional cooperatioa auggested, including: Mekong delta and north
coast of Gulf of Thailand for mangroves; south ri¥iet Nam and east coast of Malaysian
Peninsular for coral reefs; and east waters of Gllfhailand for seagrass beds. Besides, a
point of view in conducting science based managénsediscussed aiming improvement of
management effectiveness.



BAT REABE S S HELAT
VoS Tuan

Institute of Oceanography
Viet Nam

2
Fr B L ARRRINF/I2AFEAEOEF T T B 5P 5 TR

e s bt’g%,%m&?’ 4 l‘-{c\%le 13 L;F’“ EEEFLAITIANIELS S NTHR
e s e /45“‘:”/’/4/3‘2[_M,li-‘?*”f;@%'&mi"ﬁﬁ]\i°

ERR PP R O EBT AL AT AERTE DL AEE > s i G A B A s
156,600~ 110,000- 18,500~ % ; & ¥ % 72,350~ 2,800¢ 33,8102 % ; i}»ﬁ]’ﬁ 62,620~
90,0002 2,550=F ; 2 § kL g L 513,500 43,400 220 2“8 o A%k @ At 3R~
PARIe iR R R M EBRAEL R LRk B A TR 4 02
F AR e

d TAj s | e RAHipl VUK T R AT AERILABREY JREOR
BoRop e TE D ik PAERL SR> B35 3442 5 PP A
Adg? o wRinAs REE S KF TLBE o B3 3508 o R B kT T HARs
sy 18488 144854 3 cied o B H B OTELBI RIS bl X ST BT 0 9 A T

fendd B TO B I 7B AR M A B A B T -
%;ﬁﬁl}‘gﬁﬁ/4/3-4*">‘1’52]"+ﬂ7}r3‘r} ;}'ﬂI“T']‘:!m %@,{ﬂ{(é&%?ﬁ—ﬁlﬁ%é‘ﬁ
i3 %jﬁﬁiﬁ'ﬂl* N ~-°¥f§5f‘ '/xr_% LB REEN o

R REFREER > U2 FRS SRSk R ETRALP RS Fods 1 A

NFZANHEREN DAL AR Y a MBI R LG A AR 2 ERY
A aa Tk o ¥y 4 Jﬁcza_’glm E i ’ﬁiﬁlb—glﬂ’m’f%,ﬁ» - At o



