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ABSTRACT

Taiping Island is the largest island among the §walt is 1,289 m long, 366 m wide, and
covers an area of approximately 0.49°kifaiwan holds sovereignty over the island and the
Coast Guard Administration has the main authohtyorder to execute the “Assessment of
the Feasibility of Establishing Taiping Island ipr&tlys as Marine National Park Project,” the
authors conducted underwater surveys and HDV re@uogsdn June 2009 and March 2010.
Each expedition lasted two days.

After the on-site surveys, 13 bird species, 3 sesgispecies, 19 algae species, 267 coral
species (including literature reviews), and 310 fspecies were recorded. Some of these
species were newly recorded. Moreover, Taipingntsland Chung-Chou Cay, about 3.1 nm
to the east of Taiping, are important reproductiabitats for sea turtles and sea birds, and
most coral reefs there are still in pristine coiodit The live coral coverage on the fringe reefs
of Taiping’s northern side even reached 100%, ntpkire area highly valuable for research,
education and conservation. However, the whole tprislands are facing massive
exploitation threats from neighboring countriesniroeef fish resource usage, mariculture,
over-fishing, blast fishing and cyanide fishing. nde, adequate management and
conservation policies are urgently needed. We gtyorecommend the government to take an
active strategy to conserve and manage Taipinghdsl# includes establishing research
station, conducting intensive on-site survey, bngddatabase, and joining international
collaboration and management projects of South £Biea. In addition, we recommend the
Kaoshiung City Government to first set up Taipistpahd as a No-Take area, just like Pratas
Island previously. Then, the Ministry of the Intarican plan for the Nan-Sha Taiping Island
Marine National Park. The Council of Agriculturencalso consider designating Taiping
Island as an important wildlife habitat for sedlas, sea birds, and coral reef organisms. The
long-term plan for the future will be to establesiNan-Sha International Marine Peace Park.
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