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ABSTRACT

The Spratly Islands (Nansha) are contested inguashole by six nations. Studies nearly two
decades ago indicated that they may be importantss of larvae for maintaining heavily
overfished coastal coral reefs throughout the regibwas suggested that an international
marine park be established which would include té dharter a freeze on claims and
claim-supportive activities. Over the last two ddes a number of Peace Parks have been
established in other regions which exemplify thismbination of conservation and
tension-easing along disputed borders. The corufegstablishing a Marine Peace Park in the
area was supported in statements by former Philgpiresident Fidel Ramos, and more
recently by former President Maa of Taiwan. Howetleere has been as yet no firm action
towards the development of the appropriate agretnen

In addition to the larval supply issue, there am®rg economic incentives to promote
regional cooperation in these islands. The maimeaaf military outposts in isolated regions
has significant economic costs, such as transpmmtahd maintenance of facilities, and social
costs such as the difficulties in family life facley the assigned personnel. The intrinsic high
levels of biodiversity and tourism potential of tiseand group continue to raise the interests
of regional countries in conducting research thii@vever, it currently takes several days of
travel by ship for scientists from Taiwan and maird China to reach the islands. Agreements
on easing air travel restrictions could make visitsre regular, and ship travel through ports
in Malaysia, Brunei and the Philippines would ma&search vessel deployment much more
practical.

An alternative to the establishment of a Peace Rarkne step would be the gradual
implementation of coordinated marine protection agiomarine reserves established
individually by the claimant countries for areaseythcurrently occupy. As national
declarations are implemented, discussions couldhitiated to ensure that regulations are
complementary with respect to maintaining maringuations on larger scales. These
discussions could potentially lead to increasingelle of research collaboration and to
agreements to facilitate air and sea access. Bilaaad multilateral agreements could be set
up for freezing claims and claim-supportive aciigtfor particular subsets of the islands. In
this manner, the Peace Park could potentially amigeof a series of small steps, rather than
via a single ‘jump’.
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