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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The South China Sea includes the Pratas IslandsSghatly Islands, the Paracel Islands, the
Macclesfield Bank and the Scarborough Shoal. Itaispart of the Pacific Ocean,
encompassing an area of around 3,500,000 km? fiogafore to the Strait of Taiwan. Itis
also one of the largest sea bodies after the fogams. The sea consists of hundreds of
islands, atolls, cays, shoals, reefs, and sandbarst of which have no indigenous people,
many of which are naturally under water during higle, and some of which are permanently
submerged. Minerals, natural gas, and oil depasits be found on the islands and their
nearby seafloor. The sea and its mostly uninhdb#iends are subject to competing claims
of sovereignty by several countries. States andtdees that border each other on the sea
include the People's Republic of China, the Repubfi China (Taiwan), the Philippines,
Malaysia, Brunei, Indonesia, Singapore, and Vietnankor economic, military, and
transportation reasons, the control--especiallthefSpratlys--has been under dispute among
Taiwan, China and several Southeast Asian counstiet as Vietham from the mid-20th
century onward.

Accompanying with the expanding scale and intensityhuman activities and marine

resources exploitation, the loss of environmentelliy and biodiversity in the South China

Sea has been increasing. For instance, oil digedarom vessels is often found in many
parts of the Sea. Overfishing and/or destructishirfig are also problems in the region.
Furthermore, many development activities such asestablishment of artificial structures

(e.g., jetties, seawalls, ports, airport runwaysgitary facilities) on the sensitive islands or

reefs may significantly disturb the natural proessef coastal and marine environment.
These issues have been the focus of numeroustuitesaas well as the themes of many
regional forums. On the other hand, it is belietreat numerous shipwrecks can be found in
the Sea. The South China Sea is, therefore, remmymas one of the potentially richest
underwater cultural heritage sites. In short, $loeith China Sea is an extremely important
asset for the peoples in the region in terms ofirenment, ecology as well as cultural

heritage.

For the past several decades, Taiwan has effectivadn in control of the Pratas Islands (i.e.,
reef atoll and the Pratas Island) and the biggahd (i.e., Taiping Island or Itu-Aba Island)
of the Spratly Islands. In response to the envivemtal degradation in the South China Sea,
the government of Taiwan published two editionst®fmarine policies in 2001 and 2006.
President Ma Ying-jeou further announced his mapakcy in 2008 during his presidential
campaign. In addition to the claim of its long@gnized territory, Taiwan pays much
attention to the environmental protection and egicll conservation of the South China Sea.
Therefore, this presentation will introduce andcdss the related strategies included in the



above marine policies. Examples in the Ocean fdlihite Paper of 2006 are: (1) to
establish the marine biodiversity protection netwior the South China Sea, (2) to establish
an international center for marine research onPtagas Island, (3) to protect the coral reef
system, (4) to control aviation and maritime traorggtion in the Pratas Islands, (5) to conduct
natural and underwater archeological surveys, &nti(promote the necessary conservation
and restoration projects in the South China Sease®n the concept of “common heritage”,
the marine policy of President Ma also proposespen Taiwan’s Taiping Island for the
establishment of an “international peace park” lsat the surrounding countries can work
hand-in-hand to protect the natural environment madine biodiversity in the South China
Sea. The Island can also serve as an importarg frashuman rescue efforts when
emergency incidents occur. Additionally, oil ptitun prevention and control deserves
policy priority to avoid a repeat of the recentsjiill disaster in the Gulf of Mexico, in light
of the intensive development of oil and gas expiomaactivities in the South China Sea.
However, more consensuses should be reached imetfien. More dialogues on the
appropriate mechanisms and future cooperation etitar countries are also essential.
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